
About the Cover 

 

 In 2018, the Town of Otis began constructing its first broadband hut along side the East 

Otis Fire House.  This was in preparation for having a central location for all of the fiber optic 

cable to connect with Whip City Fiber, our internet service provider. 

 Construction on Phase 1 of the town’s fiber broadband network began in spring of 2018.  

When we were ready to open the broadband “hut”, Lieutenant Governor Karen Polito was on 

hand to officially cut the ribbon and open our network for business.  Also on the front cover are 

Mark Amanti and Larry Gould.  Larry was one of our primary initiators to bring broadband to 

Otis.  Both Larry and Mark were initial hookups so we could work out any problems prior to 

connecting the rest of the town residents. 

 Residents in the Phase 1 area were brought into service beginning in May of 2018, and as 

of the end of 2018, we are now connecting residential hookups in Phases 2 and 3.  We expect to 

have all construction completed in 2019, with residents being connected as each phase is 

completed. 

 Please be certain to request connection to your home by logging onto 

www.OtisFiber.com and looking up your street address.  This broadband network belongs to our 

taxpayers and the more people in town we have using our network, the sooner we recoup our 

costs. 

 Photos for this year’s Annual Town Report were furnished by Whip City Fiber. 

 

 

 

Correction: 

Last year’s cover photo of the wind turbine was taken by Walter Engels.  We omitted giving him 

credit for his photo last year. 
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Dedication 
 

The Town of Otis would like to recognize and dedicate the Annual Town Report 

to Larry Gould. Most residents know Larry as the Town Building Commissioner and 

Projects Coordinator; however, Larry has been quietly involved with our town for 

decades. In the 1980’s, Larry was a member of the Otis Arts Council and was  

instrumental in the establishment of the Arts Fair that would later become the Kiwanis 

Fair; held on the Town Green. The arts council also sponsored Otis Stock, a local music 

festival held at Otis Ridge one summer in the late 1980’s. He worked with other 

volunteers at the original school, (now the town hall), when portable classrooms were 

needed to connect and make accessible the spaces. He was also a familiar face at Otis 

Ridge as a member and then the director of the Ski Patrol for more than 2 decades. He 

was a founding member of the Farmington River Community Theatre, which presented 

plays in the lodge at Otis Ridge for 10 years building sets and running lights and sound 

for young actors. Or perhaps you attended the annual Steeple Chase Duck Race in 

support of the Congregational Church and hummed along when he played the guitar and 

sang as the volunteer entertainment at the chicken BBQs. 

In April of 2006, Larry took on a new role here in Otis as the Building Inspector. 

From then on he made himself available to anyone who needed information on any 

project anytime. Larry believes that every project is a team effort and will always 

maintain that every accomplishment is the result of work of many. Over the years he has 

assisted in writing grants for solar, wind, broadband and energy improvements for Otis. 

The town appreciates the time that he takes to learn the in’s and outs of whatever he is 

involved with. If there is a question, he generally has the answer.  

Larry is involved with the Energy Committee, Technology Committee, and the 

Building Use Sub-Committee. He was a member of the Smart Growth Committee and 

recently the Master Plan Committee. The Zoning Board is grateful that he attends all 

meetings to answer permitting questions for the committee and applicants. He also 

attends Planning or Conservation meetings if needed. You can see evidence of Larry’s 

contributions to our town when you drive down Algerie Road and watch the Otis Wind 

Turbine spin. Or visit the town hall and enjoy the renovations. If you are connecting to 

Broad Band he has been part of this project. Solar Panels at the firehouse; the roof on the 

school, Larry has been part of the teams that accomplished these for the town. 

  The Town of Otis is grateful to have someone like Larry Gould as a member of 

our community and government. We thank him for his quiet dedication and belief that we 

all care for one another here in Otis. We hope that he will continue to choose to serve the 

town of Otis for many years to come. Thank you Mr. Gould. 
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In Memorium 

 

The Town of Otis would like to honor a lot of important people that passed away this 

year. 

We were saddened by the passing of Joe Ryan early this year.  Joe had been a very 

energetic supporter of Otis Council on Aging. He served on the Council on Aging board and was 

one of the many people who helped make the Senior trips so successful.  He and his wife Pat 

moved to Florida in the fall of 2017.  His enormous contribution to the town will be greatly 

appreciated and missed. 

Then in summer we received news about the passing of Lillian Friberg.  She was also a 

contributing member of the Council on Aging board before moving to the Hampden, MA area to 

be near her daughter.   

Finally, in winter we lost Ray LaRiviere who was another long-time member of the 

Council on Aging board.  Both he and his wife Angie were major contributing factors in making 

the trips and the COA such a successful endeavor. 

We also lost Howard Hood this winter.  He was one of the major organizers for the 

Brown Bag food distribution.  This program is run by the state through the Councils on Aging 

established in each town.  The Brown Bag program provides monthly groceries to low income 

seniors. 

This winter we also lost our long time Assessors Clerk Elaine Thomas.  Elaine had 

worked as Assessors Clerk for 33 years before her retirement in 2011.  She brought a lot of 

laughter to our working day and she will be dearly missed. 

It is the contributions and the dedication of time from all of these people who continue to 

bring their hearts and souls to helping this town of ours grow and prosper.  We sincerely thank 

them for making our town what it is today and want to let their families know they will always 

be remembered. 
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Statistics for Fiscal Year 

July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019 

 

 

 

Population – 2017 Census 1,392 

Area (square miles) 37.9 

Number of Registered Voters 1,128 

Highway Maintained by Town (miles) 45.27 

Total Appropriations $6,776,227.65 

Tax Levy $5,084,141.30 

Total Property Valuations $614,026,726.00 

Tax Rate $8.28 
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                               TOWN OFFICERS 
Fiscal Year 2019 

 
SELECTMEN 

Gary Thomas, 2020 William Hiller, 2021 Donald Hawley, 2019 

 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR                                   VETERANS AGENT 

Rebecca Stone, 2021                                            Laurie Hils, 2019 

 

TOWN CLERK TOWN TREASURER TOWN COLLECTOR 

Lyn Minery, 2019 Karen Fink, 2020 Destiny Duris, 2019  

 

ASSESSORS 
Kathleen Rider, 2020 Heather Venne, 2021 Russell Loring, 2019 

      

 

FINANCE BOARD 
Therese Gould, 2020 Walter Engels, 2021 Michael Ernst, 2019 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Arlene Tolopko, 2020 Carol Lombardo, 2021 

Vacant, 2019 Jessica Drenga, 2021 

 

LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

Diane Dyer, 2020 James Adams, 2021 Walter Engels, 2019 

 

CEMETERY COMMISSIONS 

Roger Meyer, 2020 Kristen Brown, 2021 Bruce Wall, 2019 

 Sexton, Jim Crandall  

 

CONSTABLES  

Russell Loring, 2020        Jack Conboy, 2019      Dan Hamill, 2019 
David Hamill, 2019         Ken Pettibone, 2019            Charles Whiting, 2019 

 

TREE WARDEN           TOWN ACCOUNTANT 

John Conboy, 2019                       Margaret McClellan, 2019  

 

FIRE CHIEF  ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF 

Richard Phair, 2019  Christopher Bouchard, 2019 
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POLICE CHIEF  POLICE SERGEANT 

Daniel Hamill, 2019  Vacant, 2019 

 

ELECTION WARDEN MODERATOR DEPUTY WARDEN 

Leonard Terranova, 2019   Blake Middleton, 2019 Carol Lombardo, 2019 

 

 

ELECTION CLERK   DEPUTY ELECTION CLERK 

Carol Blakeslee, 2019  Lisa D’Orazio, 2019 

 

BOARD OF REGISTRARS 

Marjorie Middleton, 2019 Jill Moretz, 2020 Emily Piacquadio, 2021  

 

BOARD of HEALTH AGENT  ASSISTANT BOARD of HEALTH AGENT 

Jim Wilusz, 2019  Peter Kolodziej, 2019 

 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Dominic Battista, 2019 Jeff Laramy, 2019 Roger Meyer, 2020 

Bruce Wall, 2021                    Rene Dubee Alternate, 2019 David Sarnacki, 2020 

 

PLANNING BOARD 

Teresa Cook-Visser, 2019 Michael Ernst, 2023 James Kauffman, 2020 

Rona Knight, 2019  Alan Koivisto, 2019 

Jennifer Daily, 2021 Harold Kobrin, 2022 

 

BOARD OF APPEALS 

Geoffrey Geane, 2020 RoseAnne DeRupo, 2019 James Kauffman, 2023 

Michael Ernst, 2022 Therese Gould, 2019 

BOARD OF APPEALS – ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

Katherine Couch, 2019                                      Sara Skibski, 2019    

             

 

RECREATION COMMISSION 

Kathy Carroll, 2019 William Dyer, 2021 Mary Adams, 2020 

Alternate Dana Pustinger, 2019 

 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Tom Ragusa Alternate, 2019 Sonia Morrison, 2019 Celeste Watman Alternate, 2019 

Judith Mabee, 2019 Diane Provenz, 2021 Thomas Garvey, 2021 

 

COUNCIL ON AGING 

Ralph Gleason, 2020 Richard Cicchillo, 2020 Joe Rock Alternate, 2019 

Carol Blakeslee, 2021                  Jane Bernasconi, 2021 Dorothea D’Elia, 2019 
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CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 

Stephanie McNair, 2019          Diane Provenz, 2019             Sonia Morrison, 2019 

Arlene Tolopko, 2019               Jeanne Randorf, 2019 

 

CULTURAL COUNCIL 

Arlene Tolopko, 2019 Carol Lombardo, 2020 MaryJo Engels, 2019 

Jeanne Randorf, 2021 Deborah Fogel, 2019 Ilisa Sulner, 2019 

   

   

BUILDING INSPECTOR ASSISTANT BUILDING INSPECTOR 

Larry Gould, 2019 Gary Danko, 2019 

 

WIRE INSPECTOR ASSISTANT WIRE INSPECTOR 

Jay Reynolds, 2019 Robert Kimberley, 2019 

 

SANITATION INSPECTOR ASSISTANT SANITATION INSPECTOR 

John Conboy, 2019 Vacant, 2019 

 
PLUMBING INSPECTOR ASSISTANT PLUMBING INSPECTOR 

Brian Middleton, 2019 Mark Levernoch, 2019 

 
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 

Diane Dyer, 2019 Lee Hawley, 2018 Laurie Nikituk, 2020 

 

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 

Larry Gould, 2019 Frank Tolopko, 2019 George Mabee, 2019 

William Hiller, 2019 Laurie Flower, 2019 Lisa D’Orazio, 2019 

 

ENERGY COMMITTEE 

Donald Hawley, 2019                   William Hiller, 2019                       Walter Engels, 2019 

Anthony Scapin, 2019       James Crandall, 2019                  Larry Gould, 2019 

Mike Moretz, 2019                 Sandy Pinkham, 2019                Michael Ernst, 2019  

Ed Sepansky, 2019 

 

INVESTMENT POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Karen Fink, 2019 Walter Engels, 2019 Michael Ernst, 2019 

 

BUILDING USE SUBCOMMITTEE 

Teresa Cook-Visser, 2019  Walter Engels, 2019 

Sandy Pinkham, 2019  Derek Poirier, 2019 
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2018 ANNUAL REPORT  

OTIS BOARD OF SELECTMEN  

  

We have been busy during 2018 following up on a number of items and taking on many 

new projects.   

 

Work continues with Westfield Gas & Electric, Eversource, and Verizon on providing 

broadband service throughout the town.  We were notified that Extra Mile Contingency funds are 

going to be made available to towns experiencing any overages of make-ready costs for 

broadband buildout projects.  The Wind Turbine Project went through a testing period and the 

turbine went live in March.      

 

The Building Use Sub-Committee continues to look at space needs and inspections are 

ongoing of town properties.  Energy efficiency projects completed include installation of solar 

panels on the Main Fire House, East Otis Fire House, Highway Sand Shed, and the Transfer 

Station.  

 

Since the Reservoir Road Culvert Project was withdrawn from FEMA funding as we 

were unable to meet the extension deadline, we then submitted for a $500,000 grant through the 

MassDOT Small Bridge Program for this project.   A grant through MassWorks for $507,000 

was submitted for the Tyringham Road Improvement Project.  As of the end of 2018 we have not 

received grants for these two projects and plan to resubmit grant applications and explore other 

funding options.  Paving projects were awarded to Lane in the amount of $127,280 for Town Hill 

Road and Cold Spring West.  The East Otis Fire House paving project was completed as well.  .  

Hearings were held to discontinue maintenance of town roads which resulted in the 

discontinuance of Miller Swamp Road and Witter Road, with portions of Miner Road, Stebbins 

Road, and Tolland Road being discontinued.  We declared a backhoe and pickup sander as 

surplus and awarded bids.  We reassigned the Police Department Ford Explorer to the Fire 

Department with minimal repairs, allowing our Fire personnel to have a backup rescue vehicle. 

MassDOT officials began hosting interchange meetings to study the possibility of establishing a 

new ramp from the I-90 corridor and Town staff continue to attend these meetings. 

 

A grant application to the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency to allow for 

updating of our Hazard Mitigation Plan was filed which will assist us with stormwater drainage, 

culvert improvements, and flood control projects.  A District Local Technical Assistance grant 

application has been filed to allow for the study of a sewer expansion project towards the Otis 

Ridge area.  We began working with the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission for 

residential housing rehabilitation through a Community Development Block Grant.  A grant of 

$76,000 was awarded by the Executive Office for Administration & Finance through the 

Community Compact Cabinet’s Information Technology grant program to allow for the purchase 

of new accounting software. The FY17 audit was completed and follow up with the financial 

team continues on the audit recommendations. 

 

Town officials have been approached by several companies proposing marijuana 

facilities and the Select Board has indicated they are willing to become a Host Community.  
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Multiple Board of Health permit variances were reviewed and approved throughout the year.  

Our 1999 Tobacco Regulations were reviewed and revised as well. 

 

Several Open Meeting Law complaints were filed and the Attorney General’s office ruled 

that no violations were found.   We also determined that the best location for the self-help 

visitor’s kiosk being supplied through the Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce will be 

near Harmony Hall.   Based on an approved Special Town Meeting vote, legislation was filed 

through a Home Rule Petition for an All Alcohol license to be allowed for Papa’s Healthy Food 

& Fuel with approval through the legislature, the Governor’s office, and the Alcoholic Beverages 

Control Commission. 

 

New staff to the Highway Department include Thomas Dean and we welcome Daniel 

Hamill as our Interim Chief of Police.  We would like to acknowledge that Maintenance 

Department staff Jim Crandall and Matt Clark have received license upgrades for the Waste 

Water Treatment Plant and that Kyle Pettibone of the Highway Department took first place in a 

State competition for a Driver Skills & Safety Event.  Congratulations to Jim, Matt, and Kyle for 

these achievements.  Due to a new OSHA employee safety law going into effect in early 2019, a 

Safety Committee was established along with an appointment of a designated Safety Officer to 

allow us to meet this new requirement.  We were awarded a Safety & Personal Protective 

Equipment grant for $8,872 through our insurance carrier to assist with the new law, helping to 

purchase much-needed equipment through non-tax dollars. 

 

We wish to convey our appreciation to all town employees, town boards and committee 

members throughout the year.  The town is very fortunate to have this level of dedication as it is 

a necessary component to strengthening the community.   

 

We are proud to provide you with a clear, balanced budget, working with all department 

heads, local, regional, and state agencies, as we continue to seek out funding opportunities in an 

effort to keep our tax rate one of the lowest in the Commonwealth. 

 

As a reminder, the Select Board meets regularly twice a month in the Town Hall conference 

room.  Public participation and input are welcomed and encouraged.  If you are unable to attend, 

please feel free to contact me at townmanager.otis@gmail.com or by calling (413) 269-0100 ext. 

112. 

   

Respectfully, 

 

Rebecca Stone, Town Administrator 
 

On behalf of: 

Donald Hawley, Select Board Chair 

Gary Thomas, Select Board Member 

William Hiller, Select Board Member 
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Otis Fire Department 

2018 Annual Town Report 
 

Otis Fire responded to 110 calls in 2018. They ranged from motor vehicle accidents, 

medical calls and structure fires.  

The Fire Department would like to thank the community, our families and friends for 

their continued help and support. We would also like to thank Otis Police, Highway and 

Selectboard for all their help this year. 

  Also, Otis Fire would like to thank the town's people for their support of our steak roast. 

Even though it was at a different venue this year the support was amazing, and we were 

overwhelmed by your support. It was a great success, and our pancake breakfast was also a 

success because of you. 

  We couldn't do what we do without all of you. 

  

Respectfully, 

Richard Phair, Fire Chief 

And all of the members of  

Otis Fire Department 
 

 

Otis Rescue Squad  

2018 Annual Report 

The members of The Otis Rescue Squad have spent the last year continuing to keep our 

skills sharp and updated to the latest national standards. We do this by taking both refresher 

classes and classes on new methods and medical products. 

We continue to work with the towns of Sandisfield and Becket within our mutual aid 

agreements to provide 24/7 emergency medical care to the people of our communities. While our 

call volume has increased a little this year we have had to rely on these squads less. 

Like many other volunteer agencies in the region, we are operating with fewer than 

optimal EMTS and encourage anyone interested in becoming an EMT to talk to us. 

We are proud to continue our tradition of helping the people of Otis since 1958. 

 

James Ebitz 

President, Otis Rescue Squad   
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Otis Police Department Annual Town Report 2018 

The Otis Police Department responded to a total of 926 calls for service in 2018. We also 

logged a total of 21,086 miles while out on patrol. We responded to wide variety of calls in 2018, 

including motor vehicle accident investigations, well being checks, larceny investigations, and 

burglar alarms. Some of these calls were more serious in nature while others could be called, 

“routine.” Even though Otis is a relatively small town, a “routine call” can always change in an 

instant so we rarely ever consider a call routine. The world has changed a lot over the years 

which, in turn, keep the officers vigilant during their time on patrol. We revert back to our 

training and experience often which is why this job is so demanding. The town should be proud 

of the members of the police department. They are dedicated, professional, and always willing to 

go the extra mile to help anyone in need. 

The department prides itself on its dedication to our community. With our welfare check 

program and Kops N’ Kids sponsored events, to name a few, we are ever expanding our positive 

relationships with the citizens, and children, of Otis. You will often see Officers visiting local 

eateries around town, answering questions or just catching up with members of our diverse 

population.  

The department helped out at various town sponsored events during the year, providing a 

police presence and assisting with traffic control. We would like to extend a big thank you to 

Tolland and Sandisfield Police for their assistance with traffic control during this year’s 

Memorial Day Parade.  

All Officers of the department attended annual in service training, which includes 

firearms training, legal updates, CPR/First Aid refresher, and several other specialized classes 

that we are mandated to attend to remain certified in the State of Massachusetts. Officers also 

attended other optional training offered around the area, networking with other officers and 

learning new job related skills. 

The officers of the Police Department would like to thank the Otis Board of Selectmen, 

Otis Finance Board and various other boards in town for their continued support of our 

operations. We would like to also thank the Otis Fire Department, Rescue Squad, Highway and 

Maintenance Departments for all their help during the 2018 year. Our department would not be 

able to do what it does without your help and expertise. A big thank you, also, to the 

Massachusetts State Police and Berkshire Sheriff’s Department Dispatch Center for their 

professionalism and invaluable assistance while working together this year. Thank you also to 

the surrounding Police Departments for your assistance on calls and your support of our 

department. Finally we would like to thank the residents and business owners of Otis. Your 

support is greatly appreciated and we can’t thank you enough. 
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Calls for Service 2018 2017 

Alarms 58 16 

Arrests/Criminal Complaints 8 7 

Assaults 2 6 

Breaking and Entering 8 12 

Domestic Disturbance 9 11 

EMS/Fire Calls 103 66 

Firearms Complaints 4 10 

Homicide/Suicide/Sudden Death 1 1 

Larceny 18 13 

Motor Vehicle Accidents 36 21 

Assisting Other Agencies 78 25 

Hang Up 911 Calls 36 10 

Vandalism 3 17 

Trespassing Complaints 7 11 

Suspicious Activity 26 32 

Erratic Operation 20 58 

Public Service Calls 380 489 

Animal Complaints 34 24 

Harassment 6 16 

Wellbeing Checks 17 12 

Civil Matters 10 10 

 

We look forward to serving the town in 2019! 

Daniel T. Hamill, Interim Chief of Police 
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Annual Report for FY 2018-2019 
 

A. Total Enrollment for In-District –Pre-K – Gr. 6:      (see breakdown below)      117 Students 

Enrollment by Town for Grade Pre-K through Grade 6 for FY 18 

 Otis                               55     

 Sandisfield                  42  

 From Other Towns (School Choice into FRRSD)             20            

             Total                                                                                                      117 
FRRSD Enrollment by Grade for Otis and Sandisfield Students: 

 Pre-School         22  

 Kindergarten          11  

 Grade One          13 

 Grade Two            9 

 Grade Three            7   

             Grade Four         10  

 Grade Five         11  

 Grade Six          14  

 Total                               97              

PLUS    20                

 

B. Total Enrollment for Out-of-District Enrollments:  (see breakdown below)      49   students 

Berkshire Hills Regional School District Enrollment by Town for FY 18: 

 Otis (School Choice)         2  

Otis – Tuition for Grades 7-12                              41 

 Sandisfield – Tuition for Grades 7-12                             28 

 Sandisfield (School Choice)                   6   

 

Central Berkshire                                                                                                                    4                                                                                                    

 

Lee School District Enrollment by Town for FY 18 

 Otis (School Choice)        4 

Otis – Tuition for Grades 7-12                           17 

 Sandisfield – Tuition for Grades 7-12                         3 

Sandisfield (School Choice)       0 

 

Lenox School District Enrollment by Town for FY 18 

 Otis(School Choice)                                                   1 

 Sandisfield(School Choice)                           0 

 

SBRSD Enrollment by Town for FY 18 

 Otis (School Choice)                  12   

 Sandisfield (School Choice)                                                        14 

 

Gateway Regional School District FY 18                                                                              1                                                              

 Otis          

Westfield – vocational program – FY 18                                                                               4                                             

 Otis          

Southwick-Tolland Enrollment by Town for FY18                                                   1 

             Sandisfield (School Choice) 

TOTAL DISTRICT ENROLLMENT Pre-K through Grade 12 – both towns -  FY2019:  394 

188 “in-district” students plus 49 “out-of district” students = 237 students in the entire FRRSD District 

Preschool through Grade 12 in 2018-2019 fiscal year. 
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FRRSD School Committee for 2018-19: 

FRRSD School Committee was comprised of seven members: 

Otis – Carol Lombardo Vice chair, Jessica Drenga, Arlene Tolopko, Open Seat 

Sandisfield – Nick DellaGiustina, Chair, John Skrip, Jr., Billie Anderson-Pachulski 

 

FRRSD School Administration for 2018-19: 

Thomas Nadolny, Principal/Superintendent – Full time  

Michael Saporito, Director of Student Services – full time 

Eric Jesner, District Business Manager – full time 

 

FRRSD Clerical Staff for 2018-19: 

Teresa DellaGiustina – full time Supt.’s Assistant 

Open Position Secretary to Principal 

Paula Subklew – full time Business Office Assistant 

 

FRRSD Teaching Staff for 2018-19: 

Nanette Higgins – full day Pre-school 

Rebecca Hamill – half-day Pre-school 

Amy Maxton – Kindergarten 

Meaghan Martin – Grade 1 

Sarah Tracy – Grade 2 

Katherine Graham – Grade 3  

Bethany Mielke– Grade 4 

Christopher Keller – Grade 5 

James Foster – Grade 6 

Jonina Decker – Special Education 

Rachael Cannon – Special Education 

Laura Catullo – Art – part time 

Michael Flower – Music – part time 

Jenna Daley – Health and Physical Education – part time 

Laurie Flower – Instructional Technology and Engineering – full time 

Terry Di Grigoli – Guidance Counselor – Fulltime 

Hanna Kenny- Exploratory foreign language, Gr. 4-6 – ½ day per week 

 

FRRSD Paraprofessionals for 2018-19:  The District employed 9.5 Paraprofessionals in Grades Pre-K  

through 6 to address the needs of special education, disabled, and regular education students in all settings. The 

District also employees several Paraprofessionals in “out of district” public placements to meet IEP 

requirements. 

 

FRRSD Speech Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and Psychological Services for  

2018-19:   To address the therapeutic needs of students as defined through their Individualized Education Plans, 

504 Accommodations agreements, or by other recommendations, the District engaged the services of therapists, 

as needed, on a consultant basis. 

 

FRRSD School Nurse for 2018-19:   Denise Zuidema – full time 

 

FRRSD Cafeteria Staff for 2018-19: 

Breakfast and lunch were served daily to students, in accordance with state and federal guidelines for healthy 

meals. The District also provided a low-cost, nutritious meal for Senior Citizens of both towns once a week. 

Kendra Rybacki – Director  

Candy Chaffee – cafeteria helper 
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FRRSD Maintenance Staff for 2018-19: 
Jeffrey Gray – Head of Maintenance 

Michael McCord-part time custodian-evenings 

Valerie Morrison– part time custodian - evenings 

 

FRRSD Transportation Services for 2018-19: 

The District has a multi-year bus contract with Dufour, Inc. to transport District students in Grades K-12 to the 

Farmington River Regional School, Berkshire Hills Regional School District and Lee Public Schools. 

Additionally, to access students in outlying areas in both communities, the District employed its own drivers 

and two District vans to transport students in both towns.  

School choice students are not transported. 

 

FRRSD Tuition Agreements for Students in Grade 7 -12 for 2018-19: 

In order to provide a free and appropriate public education for District students in Grades 7 – 12, the District 

maintains tuition agreements with Berkshire Hills Regional School District and the Lee Public Schools. These 

tuition agreements enable all parties to budget and plan ahead financially, based upon these agreements. 

Parent and students can choose which of these two school districts they wish to attend after they leave Grade 6 

at Farmington River Regional School. 

 

FRRSD Parent Teacher Association – PTA – 2018-19: 

The PTO became the PTA, with national membership and affiliations as a not for profit organization, very 

active in many aspects of the District. The PTA provided information on school event to all District parents. 

They arranged for Room Parents for all classrooms. The PTA held many creative fund-raising activities, such as 

the Cash Calendar to raise funds for school equipment and opportunities (smart boards, classroom materials, 

field trips and in-school programs, etc.). PTA members also helped with Field Day, the Holiday Shoppe and 

other family events. They contributed tens of thousands of dollars to the students’ education, enrichment and 

recreation opportunities that could not be accommodated in the regular school budget. 

 

FRRSD Volunteers and Collaborations for 2018-19: 

The District students benefitted from many family and community volunteers who spent time in the classrooms 

and at the Otis Library working with children and doing projects with them. The Otis Cultural Council and the 

Sandisfield Cultural Council again donated hundreds of dollars to the school for in-school enrichment programs 

and field trips. These volunteers served to enhance student learning and enrichment. 

 

COLLOBORATION WITH DISTRICT POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS 

Otis and Sandisfield Police and Fire Chiefs, along with staff members from their respective departments, 

worked closely with the School Administration to develop a lockdown procedure and to work with State Police 

in the training of all staff members and parents in lockdown and shelter-in-place procedures. Our lockdown 

drills continued to be successful because of this partnership.  

 

The Otis Police Department provided a during the April vacation to give children the opportunity to interact 

with law enforcement officers in a proactive, positive manner while doing some very interesting and fun 

activities. 

 

Use of District Facilities 

The District continued to promote the use of our facilities to both Towns that comprise the District. Otis 

Recreation Department regularly provided a range of activities for the community, such as volleyball and 

pickleball. The Otis Cultural Council holds their Annual Craft Fair at the school in July. 

The Otis Fire Department utilizes the school for training purposes, and The Kiwanis Club’s annual Pancake 

Breakfast for Veteran’s Day is here in the cafeteria. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Thomas Nadolny, Superintendent 
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Town of Otis Celebrations Committee 

 

The Otis Celebrations Committee continues an annual event to celebrate our community. 

This event affords an opportunity for all citizens to socialize with each other as neighbors in a 

relaxing atmosphere to continue to foster a sense of community.  We welcome new ideas and 

new members to keep our community spirit alive. 

Thank you, 

Sonia Morrison, Chair 

Otis Celebration Committee 

 

 

Town of Otis Scholarship Committee 

   

We received eight scholarship applications this year. Two were from Lee High School 

and six from Monument Mountain.  After reviewing the applications, we decided to give each of 

the applicants a scholarship in the amount of $1,000.  

After some discussion it was decided that each of the applicants would also receive 

another $100 from our donation account.  This amount would be earmarked for “books”. 

  Scholarships are awarded to any Otis student graduating from any high school who plans 

to continue his/her education by attending a full time advanced educational institution for two or 

more years.  This will include technical schools, community college, and four year college or 

university. 

Requirements are letter from the student and a completed application requesting 

consideration for the scholarship.  Complete information is available from the guidance office at 

Lee High, Monument Mountain High school and the town selectmen’s office. 

The awards will be announced at the senior awards ceremony and given upon proof the 

student has completed the first semester by passing all subjects and has enrolled for the second 

semester.  We encourage all graduating students from Otis to apply.  Awards are not based upon 

grades. 

The Scholarship Committee would like to thank those who have donated to our account 

this year. These funds are used solely for the education of Otis students. 

  

Diane Dyer 

Laurie Nikituk  

Lee Hawley 
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Highway Department 
 

In 2018 we had an extended winter with numerous ice and freeze/thaw events which 

made it very difficult to keep our gravel roads maintained.  This summer the town became the 

host for the Eversource funded Shared Mower program and received our new John Deere Tractor 

and Boom Mower. This is the mower you see out cutting brush and branches away from 

overhead utilities and along roadways, which is very productive.  We also took the opportunity 

to pave Cold Spring West & Town Hill Roads when Tennessee Gas agreed to repair the base of 

these roads along with The Town of Sandisfield section.  By doing this we were able to save 

almost half of what the job would normally cost that is taken from our State Aid Funding. In the 

fall we received the new JCB Backhoe to replace the 1995 backhoe. The new truck is currently at 

the shop being upfitted with the body and snow removal equipment that will replace the 2002 

truck we currently own.   

I would personally like to take the time to thank everyone that approaches me to let us 

know how good of a job we are doing, it is very nice to hear we are appreciated for our efforts.  

Thank you to my crew Joe, Kyle, and Tom for their hard work and sometimes long hours and 

dedication to keep our roads safe for you the residents. We would like to thank the Otis Building 

Maintenance and Otis Fire Department for their assistance during the year.  Also we would like 

to thank the Otis Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator, Finance Board, Town Hall Staff and 

the Towns people of Otis for your continued support. 

The Highway Department office is open 7:00 am to 3:00pm Monday through Friday and 

will be happy to answer any questions and try to assist the Townspeople if needed.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Derek Poirier 

Highway Superintendent 
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Waste Water Treatment Plant 

 
The wastewater staffs primary responsibility is to collect, pump, and treat raw 

sewage for those on the municipal sewer system.  The plant ran well in 2018 producing 

quality effluent without any permit violations.   

The WWTP continues to assist the Board of Health by providing licensed 

Drinking Water Operator services for the Town Hall and Recreation Center as well as 

cross-connection control surveying and backflow prevention device testing. 

Our wastewater system operates like a normal sewer system, taking waste liquids 

from your toilet, sink, shower, bath, dishwasher and washing machine and transferring it 

to the sewer system and treatment plant.  In order to properly maintain the system by 

avoiding blockages and damage to the pump, the following items should NOT be placed 

into the system in any way: 

 

*Glass, *Metal, *Plastic, *Kitty litter, *Flammable materials 

*Abrasive materials including gravel, sand, aquarium stone, and coffee grinds 

*Socks, rags, or cloths, *Sanitary napkins or tampons, *Disposable diapers, 

*Personal wipes, *Lubricating oil, grease, paint, large amounts of cooking oil, 

*Strong chemicals 

 

In the event of a grinder pump failure please call 413-441-3474 and leave a 

message.  For information or questions regarding the system inquiries can be sent to 

wwtp.otis@yahoo.com 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Keith C. O’Neil 

Chief Operator 
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Maintenance Department 

The Maintenance Department is responsible for maintaining all town buildings, five 

cemeteries, town beach and operating the transfer station. We also assist in the operation of the 

waste water treatment plant, the wind mill, monitoring solar panels and generators for proper 

operation. 

This year we assisted in building a broadband building, solar installations, generator 

installations and paving of the East Otis fire station. 

Our department assisted the Library by rearranging shelving units and installing art 

display hangers. 

Our duties included interior and exterior painting at the Library Town Hall and both the 

Main and East Otis Fire Houses. 

 

Transfer Station 

Please follow the recycling rules at the transfer station as it cost money locally and at the 

state level to sort out contaminates. We appreciate your compliance in this matter. 

Recycling at the transfer station during 2018  

 Mixed paper 82.49 tons, Recycled bottles and cans 69.35 tons, Bulky rigid plastics 5.12 tons, 

textiles 1.94 tons, E Waste (TV’s computers, other electronics) 6.81 tons.  

 

 Otis Cemeteries  

We assisted with ten burials and four foundations for headstones this year.  Mapping the 

remaining cemeteries has been finished and put on the Otis Town website. 

I would like to thank the maintenance department staff for their dedication and hard work 

throughout the year, as well as other departments for their support. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

James Crandall 

Maintenance Supervisor 
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Building Department 

2018 Annual Town Report 
 

One-hundred and two building permits with a recorded value of $5,184,687.00 

were issued in 2018.   The majority of these permits were for necessary alterations and 

renovations that include, re-roofing, siding and replacing windows and doors.   There 

were four new single-family dwellings constructed on previously undeveloped parcels of 

land. There were fourteen photovoltaic solar (PV) installations  on residential dwellings 

and accessory structures this year and four of the Town’s buildings. 

Amending the Town of Otis Zoning By-law setback requirements for non-

conforming situations has allowed projects to move forward without the need for a 

Zoning Special Permit.  If your project meets the new requirements several months of 

process time can be saved. 

The Building Department page on the town’s website, www.townofotisma.com  is 

a place to look for information about building permits and applications, the Town’s  

Zoning By-law, office hours, links to the State Building Code and other forms and 

documents.  If you don’t see what you’re looking for or have a suggestion click on my 

name, Larry Gould, and send me an email, call the office at 413-269-0100 x 110 or if I 

don’t pick up, call or text my cell at 413-207-4027.  I want to help with your building and 

zoning needs.   I welcome your comments. 

The office of the building inspector can provide information and direction before 

any project begins; saving, lost time and expense. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Larry K. Gould  

Inspector of Buildings 

 

 

Electrical Inspector 
 If you are doing electrical work in the Town of Otis, you are required to obtain an 

electrical permit and contact the Electrical Inspector for fees and permit approval.  

Permits issued to homeowners will be at the discretion of the Inspector. 

 For 2018, we performed 117 electrical inspections in Otis, 62 electrical permits 

were issued, and we collected $5860.00 in electrical permit fees. 

 The Electrical Inspector can be contacted Monday through Friday at (860) 798-

2578. 

 Checks should be made payable to the Town of Otis and mailed with the permit 

application to:  Jay Reynolds, 109 North Main Street, Sandisfield, MA  01255. 

 As of October 1, 2007, the permit fees are $50.00 per residential inspection and 

$60.00 per commercial inspection. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Jay Reynolds 

       Electrical Inspector 
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2018 Town of Otis Report 

Plumbing and Gas Inspector  
 

Plumbing and gas inspection fees still remain at $50 per inspection. 

All applications and checks must be sent to the Town of Otis and made payable to the 

Town of Otis.  Only licensed contractors may apply for permits.  Town of Otis address is P.O. 

Box 237, Otis, Ma 01253. 

In 2018, there were 58 plumbing inspections made, and 85 gas inspections. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,   

Brian Middleton -  Plumbing and Gas Inspector    

Office - 413-269-7269,  Cell - 413-429-1227 

 

Mark Levernoch – Assistant Plumbing and gas Inspector 

Office - 413-623-2200,  Cell - 413-822-5688 

 

 

 

Energy Committee 

2018 Annual Town Report 
 

In the spring of 2008 a small group of officials, employees and citizens met to explore ways to 

bring down the rapidly increasing costs of operating the buildings owned by the Town of Otis.  This 

process has continued for eleven years and today projects completed include: Town Hall building and 

mechanical upgrades, Maintenance building at the Transfer Station, Upgraded Center Station Fire House, 

the 1.5 MegaWatt wind energy project and photovoltaic solar installations at the East Otis Fire House, 

Transfer Station, Sand Shed at the Highway Garage and the Center Station Fire House.   

The Energy Committee continues to look to the future with potential shared spaces and 

reorganization of building uses to best accommodate the Town's needs.  The Energy Committee is 

reviewing town buildings to determine their physical needs for a long term capitol plan.  Department 

heads and members are included in a committee to study the needs of individual departments and the 

needs of the town for the future of our community. 

The Energy Committee meets on the third Thursday of the month at 5:00 PM at the Town Hall 

and all are welcome to attend. 

 
Energy Committee Members: 

 

Donald Hawley Tony Scapin  Michael Moretz 

Bill Hiller  Jim Crandall  Walter Engels 

Michael Ernst  Ed Sepanski  Larry Gould 

Sandy Pinkham    
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PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
www.noticeotis.com 

  

NOTICE OTIS!  The Otis Recreation Commission is dedicated to develop and administer 

comprehensive community, cultural and recreational programs. Our mission is to serve all age groups with 

programs to enrich their lives.  

Drop-in Exercise Classes continue to be very well attended in addition to Workshops and Events 

throughout the year.  We’ve partnered up with Ski Butternut to offer free Tubing vouchers this year…and they 

have been well received.   

The Cardio room has been very busy…a small room but A LOT to offer!  Treadmills, upright bike, 

recumbent bike, elliptical and the AMT unit along with yoga mats, Pilates rolls, resistant bands, etc.  Free Wi-Fi 

@ the Rec Center continues to be used regularly by the community.  Membership continues to grow with Otis 

Residents/Otis Taxpayers and some of our neighboring towns.   

We continue to sponsor Membership/Passes to a variety of local attractions: Amelia Park, Berkshire 

Botanical Garden, Hancock Shaker Village, Magic Wings, Mass ParksPass & Six Flags.  BIG thanks go out to 

Otis Ridge and Ski Butternut working with us in order to offer the voucher program to the Residents/Taxpayers 

of Otis.  Ski Helmet days were very well attended.  All pass programs have been very successful. 

  The Commissioners would like to express their appreciation to Patricia Richard, Program Supervisor, 

for all of her hard work and efforts for the Rec Center.  Sincere “thanks” go out to all the volunteers that help 

with our events. 

Class schedules are posted monthly to the website & Facebook as well as flyers which are distributed at 

various locations in Town in addition to Farmington River Elementary. 

Our community is a very important aspect in making our Town everything that it is.  Everyone helps in 

making Otis, uniquely Otis. We sincerely appreciate the support that we have received from our community.  

 

Support + Harmony = Community. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kathy Carroll, Bill Dyer, Mary Adams, Dana Pustinger 
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Council on Aging Town Report for 2018 
269-0100 Ext 107 

 
Members of the council: 

            Ralph E Gleason  Chairperson 

            Dottie D’Elia  Treasurer 

            Carol Blakeslee Recording Secretary 

            Jane Bernasconi Member 

            Joseph Rock  Member 

            Richard Cicchillo Associate Member 

             

Our hours are Monday and Wednesday 10 AM till 2 PM 

 We have a full lending library and welcome all visitors. 

 First Thursday of each month the “Out to Lunch Bunch” meets at a local restaurant for 

good food and great conversation. 

 Third Wednesday of each month is Pot Luck Lunch.  Everyone brings a dish to share. 

 Third Friday of the month is the State-run Brown Bag program.   

 First Monday of each month (except for December – March) a registered nurse comes in 

for foot care.  Call the center for an appointment. 

 Second Wednesday of each month the visiting nurse comes in from the Lee VNA at 

12:30 PM for Blood Pressure screening. 

 Every five weeks on Mondays we schedule Men and Women’s haircuts.  A real bargain 

at $10.00.  Call the center for an appointment. 

 Our “Share A Ride” program takes Otis Senior’s to Doctor, Hospital appointments. 

 We have a limited amount of geriatric equipment and supplies available. 

 We maintain a mailing & email list in order to keep our seniors involved.   

 All of our activities are updated regularly on our Town’s website.  Check us out at 

www.townofotisma.com under Council on Aging. 

 We also have a column in “The Otis Observer” in which we list all activities and 

upcoming trips. 

 

Lest we forget these beautiful seniors that left us in 2018 

 

Barbara Riiska; Dot Carrington; Joseph Ryan; Marie Hood; Geraldine Rice; Lillian Friberg; 

Mary Zimmerman; Ray LaRiviere and Howard Hood 

                                                                  

 

                                                                        Respectfully submitted, 

 

                                                                                   Ralph E Gleason, Chairperson 

                  Otis COA 

 

Council on Aging Town Report for 2018 
269-0100 Ext 107 

 
Members of the council: 

            Ralph E Gleason  Chairperson 

            Dottie D’Elia  Treasurer 

            Carol Blakeslee Recording Secretary 

            Jane Bernasconi Member 

            Joseph Rock  Member 

            Richard Cicchillo Associate Member 

             

Our hours are Monday and Wednesday 10 AM till 2 PM 

 We have a full lending library and welcome all visitors. 

 First Thursday of each month the “Out to Lunch Bunch” meets at a local restaurant for 

good food and great conversation. 

 Third Wednesday of each month is Pot Luck Lunch.  Everyone brings a dish to share. 

 Third Friday of the month is the State-run Brown Bag program.   

 First Monday of each month (except for December – March) a registered nurse comes in 

for foot care.  Call the center for an appointment. 

 Second Wednesday of each month the visiting nurse comes in from the Lee VNA at 

12:30 PM for Blood Pressure screening. 

 Every five weeks on Mondays we schedule Men and Women’s haircuts.  A real bargain 

at $10.00.  Call the center for an appointment. 

 Our “Share A Ride” program takes Otis Senior’s to Doctor, Hospital appointments. 

 We have a limited amount of geriatric equipment and supplies available. 

 We maintain a mailing & email list in order to keep our seniors involved.   

 All of our activities are updated regularly on our Town’s website.  Check us out at 

www.townofotisma.com under Council on Aging. 

 We also have a column in “The Otis Observer” in which we list all activities and 

upcoming trips. 

 

Lest we forget these beautiful seniors that left us in 2018 

 

Barbara Riiska; Dot Carrington; Joseph Ryan; Marie Hood; Geraldine Rice; Lillian Friberg; 

Mary Zimmerman; Ray LaRiviere and Howard Hood 

                                                                  

 

                                                                        Respectfully submitted, 

 

                                                                                   Ralph E Gleason, Chairperson 

                  Otis COA 

 

Town of Otis, Massachusetts
2018 Annual Report 

21



2018 Board of Health Report 
 

In fiscal year 2018, there was steady activity with respect to Title 5 inspections and septic 

inspections. We issued 12 well permits and 26 septic inspections. Many systems have 

incorporated innovative technology due to lot restrictions and other challenges. However, these 

types of systems are an improvement to public health and safety and enhances watershed quality.   

Recreational Camps for Children such as Bonnie Brae, Soccer Camp at Larkum Pond, 

and Otis Ski Ridge camp met full compliance with relevant codes.  All camps remain in good 

standing and meet compliance with regulations.  

In Fiscal year 2018, the town hosted Clearwater Recovery to offer a free septic training as 

required by local policies. In addition, the Board of Health updated their policies relating to 

septic inspections, permits, and enforcement that also includes a step penalty for non-

compliance. The Board of Health also reviewed the need to update their local policies relating to 

tobacco sales. It is anticipated they will update those in Fiscal Year 2019.  

The 2018 beach testing season the past summer yielding a prominent level of compliance. 

Many thanks to the Board, Heather and Lisa, and employees for their valued assistance and 

dedication. We look forward to a healthy and safe 2019.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

James J. Wilusz, R.S. 

Registered Sanitarian/Health Agent 
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OTIS LIBRARY & MUSEUM 

TOWN REPORT 2019 

 
The library looks different.  Under the direction of the library trustees and the librarians and with the 

help of the maintenance department materials were rearranged and moved.   The children’s area is larger, the 

DVD’s are more accessible, the nonfiction is upstairs and there is space that is more open.  

   Our attendance topped 8500 this year and we processed over 17500 transactions.  Many vacationers and 

visitors joined our 1350 patrons to use the library and to see the museum. There were about 825 non-resident 

transactions this year. It is delightful to see everyone and to have visitors.  

The library has over 10,250 items for patron use.  There are books, audiobooks, DVDs, magazines, and 

museum passes.  If we do not have what you are looking for our CWMARS membership provides items that 

you can request.  There were approximately 2500 patron interlibrary loan transactions, and the interlibrary loan 

system is now extending further as more regional networks join.  Our patrons are becoming more involved in 

the e-book and e-audio opportunities as part of both the Boston Public Library and the Commonwealth Catalog.  

CWMARS offers over 92000 E-book, E-audio, and Videos to download onto your device.   

The 5 computers for public use are used most of the time as well as the high speed Wi-Fi which supports 

patron’s own devices such as smart phones, tablets, iPhone, iPad, kindles, and Chromebooks.  You can e-print 

on the wireless printer and send it electronically via scans or faxes.  

This year the library sponsored wonderful guest speakers, held learning workshops, conducted several 

children’s programs and held entertaining events as listed below: 

Guest Speakers  

Steve Otfinoski    Tangled History for Juniors  Harriet Tubman: From Fugitive to Freedom: The Story of                                          

 

                                The underground railroad  

Ed Williams            Otis Rocks!   The Williams Stone Company  

Cornelia Brooke Guilder       Edith Wharton’s Lenox  

Tom Ragusa      Rediscovering the Great Road also known as the Knox Trail  

Peter Cameron     Norton Cemetary: May we Never Forget the history of Loudon Ma 

Workshops  

Bruce Mandel  Songspark   

Dominic Cucinotti   EBAY 

Jon Charow        Windows 10 

                              Android Devices 

                              Cloud Applications and File Management  

                               IOS Devices  

Tom Savage        Chromebooks  

Special Events  

Mary Jo Maichack   Campfire Style Singalong  

Greg Maichack  Mother’s Day Pastel Workshop 

Children’s Programs  

Berkshire Museum  GSK Science & Technology  

Children’s Programs  

Story Hour  

Rocking Out at the Library 

Pet Rocks 

Alpaca’s Rock Ice Cream Party  

Lego Club 
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Other Programs  

Library Trivia 

Polar Bear Images by Mark Hungate 

Nature   by Faith Weldon 

Country Painting by Gail Heath 

Otis Museum by Jane Feldman & Dianne Lynch  

 

We are fortunate to have local talent and support. Materials, services and programs are expensive.  The 

town provides approximately 79% of the total Library Budget.  The remaining 21% of the budget is provided 

through private donations, grants, and state aid.  We thank our generous patrons.   

We enter another challenging year, striving to meet the demands of society, working to maintain our 

technology services, and meeting the needs of our patrons, and I thank Lois Hall, Assistant Director who has 

worked diligently in my absence. I acknowledge the Trustees for their work. Special thanks to Steve Graves 

who has left the trustees after several years of dedication.  Welcome to James Adams the new trustee. Special 

thanks to Jim Crandall and his maintenance crew for their work to maintain our building inside and out. It is a 

pleasure to provide services to such a wonderful community.   

 

Kathleen Bort  

Director  

Otis Library & Museum  

 

 

 

Finance Board 

 

Members of the Finance Board are elected officials of the Town of Otis. They are responsible for 

reviewing the budgets of each town department and committee in consultation with the Select Board. 

The Finance Board meets, in advance, with the Farmington River School Board and administration to 

review its budget before submission to the town. 

The Town of Otis has been granted a AA municipal bond rating reflecting the sound finances of the 

town. 

The Finance Board would like to thank the Town Administrator as well as department and committee 

heads for their continued cooperation in considering budget requests that work with the tax and grant funds 

available. 

 

                                                                                                                                Walter Engels 

                                                                                                                                Michael Ernst  

                                                                                                                                Therese Gould       
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town provides approximately 79% of the total Library Budget.  The remaining 21% of the budget is provided 

through private donations, grants, and state aid.  We thank our generous patrons.   

We enter another challenging year, striving to meet the demands of society, working to maintain our 

technology services, and meeting the needs of our patrons, and I thank Lois Hall, Assistant Director who has 

worked diligently in my absence. I acknowledge the Trustees for their work. Special thanks to Steve Graves 

who has left the trustees after several years of dedication.  Welcome to James Adams the new trustee. Special 

thanks to Jim Crandall and his maintenance crew for their work to maintain our building inside and out. It is a 

pleasure to provide services to such a wonderful community.   

 

Kathleen Bort  

Director  

Otis Library & Museum  

 

 

 

Finance Board 

 

Members of the Finance Board are elected officials of the Town of Otis. They are responsible for 

reviewing the budgets of each town department and committee in consultation with the Select Board. 

The Finance Board meets, in advance, with the Farmington River School Board and administration to 

review its budget before submission to the town. 

The Town of Otis has been granted a AA municipal bond rating reflecting the sound finances of the 

town. 

The Finance Board would like to thank the Town Administrator as well as department and committee 

heads for their continued cooperation in considering budget requests that work with the tax and grant funds 

available. 

 

                                                                                                                                Walter Engels 

                                                                                                                                Michael Ernst  

                                                                                                                                Therese Gould       
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Town of Otis 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 

The primary role of the Otis Conservation Commission is to preserve and protect 

the integrity of the town’s wetland systems, while striving to work with and serve the 

community. With nine designated great ponds, as well as the West Branch of the 

Farmington River, the Otis Conservation Commission is one the most active conservation 

commissions in the state. In 2018 the Commission conducted 94 site inspections; heard 

19 Notice of Intents applications (NOIs) & 31 Request for Determinations of 

Applicability applications (RDAs); and issued/resolved 9 Enforcement Orders, 4 

Emergency Certifications and 7 certificates of compliance.  

In an effort to better serve the community, the Commission purchased brochures 

on understanding conservation commission requirements, that are available to the public - 

free of charge. These brochures provide the basic information of what needs to come 

before the Commission and how (RDA vs NOI for example). The Commission meets at 

6:00 PM, on the third Wednesday of each month. The office hours for the Commission, 

are the first Wednesday of each month, at 6:00 PM, and the deadline for submission of 

applications is on the same day as the office hours, for each respective month, by 6:00 

PM, no exceptions! 

The Commission would like to Thank Bob Mason and John Kovich, both with 

MASS DCR (Department of Conservation and Recreation), who regularly work in 

conjunction with the Otis Conservation Commission, and attend each meeting as 

representatives of DCR. The Commission would also like to thank the Selectman for their 

continued support, as well as the community for respecting, and following the guidelines 

as set forth by the regulations of the MA Wetlands Protection Act. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dave Sarnacki 

Otis Conservation Commission 

Chairman 
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Report of the Town Clerk 
 

Vital Records Recorded in 2018 
 

9 Births 

7 Marriages 

18 Deaths 

 

Business Certificates Issued in 2018 -New and Renewed  
EcoAquariums Matthew Segatti 

Millers Marine Sales & Service Peter & Gwendolyn Miller 

Berkshire Slipcovers Margaret Quigley 

Berkshire Serenity Gardens & Crafts Doreen Vance 

Logsdon Electric Titus Logsdon 

Michael Poirier Tile Michael Poirier 

Berkshire Wedding Collective Tara Consolati 

Eagle Eye Editorial Services Janine Stanley-Dunham 

Lakeside Estates Bed & Breakfast Antonio & Beverly Scapin 

Floors by Webster Christian Webster 

Michael Scapin Custom Builder Michael Scapin 

William J. Hyland Property Services William J. Hyland 

Kathi Casey,The Healthy Boomer Body Expert Kathleen Casey 

Ad Marem Maria Esther Mollerus 

 

 
2018 Dog Licenses  

  336 Dog Licenses issued in 2018 

4 Kennel Licenses issued in 2018 

Dog licenses = $1,547.00 Fees $213.00 

 

2018 Underground Fuel Storage Registrations 

Camp Overflow 

Katie’s Country Store 

Papa’s Healthy Food & Fuel 

 

Total Number of Tag Sale Permits Issued in 2018 

18 

 

Raffle Permits 2018 

AM Vet Post 77 Inc. 

Knox Trail Sno-Riders Club Inc. 

     

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lyn O’Brien, Town Clerk 
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Board of Elections 
 

 

Otis currently has 1124 Registered Voters – This is less than last year because inactive 

voters were deleted.  

 

Voter Registration Breakdown 

711 No Party (unenrolled) 

 

Political Parties 

235 Democratic 

171 Republican 

3 Libertarian 

 

Political Designations 

1 Pirate 

1 United Independent Party 

1 American Independent Party 

1 Mass Independent Party 

 

 

This year the Town of Otis held a Special Town Meeting, Caucus, Annual Town 

Meeting, Annual Town Election, State Primary, and a State Election.   You can find the 

2018 results for all of the town meetings and elections in this town report.   

 

The new ImageCast voting machine was implemented in 2018. The machine was used for 

all elections in 2018 with no issues.        

 

As members of the Board of Registrars we encourage you to get out and vote.   

Your polling location in the Town of Otis is at: 1 North Main Road, Otis Town Hall, 

Otis, MA 01253.   

 

Remember your vote counts! 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Town of Otis Board of Registrars 

 

Lyn O’Brien  

Marjorie Middleton 

Jill Moretz 

Emily Piacquadio    
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Town of Otis, Massachusetts 

Special Town Meeting Minutes 

February 20, 2018 

 
Selectperson: William Hiller Chair, Donald Hawley, Gary Thomas  

Finance Board: Michael Ernst Chair, Therese Gould 

Moderator: Blake Middleton 

Town Clerk: Lyn O’Brien 

Town Administrator: Rebecca Stone 

Board of Registrars: Marjorie Middleton, Jill Moretz, Emily Piacquadio 

 

Total Registered Voters: 1122 

Total Registered Voters in Attendance: 48 

 

The Moderator called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm at the Otis Town Hall. 

 

The Moderator asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

The Moderator asked everyone to shut off their cell phones.  He requested voters stand and use the 

microphone during discussion.  He also announced the meeting was being recorded.  

 

The Moderator announced a quorum was present of at least 15 registered voters.   

 

The Moderator introduced our new Town Administrator, Rebecca Stone.   

 

A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the warrant and proceed to act on Article 1. 

The motion was seconded. 

The motion passed.  

 

ARTICLE 1: To see if the Town will vote to establish a Stabilization Fund for the Farmington 

River Regional School District, in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 71, Section 16G1/2, as 

recently amended, for the purpose of funding capital maintenance expenditures for the 

Farmington River Regional Elementary School. The Treasurer of the Regional School District 

shall be the custodian of such fund. 

A motion was made to accept Article 1. 

The motion was seconded. 

There was no discussion. 

Article 1 passed.  

 

ARTICLE 2: To see if the Town will vote to expend the sum of $134.14 to pay a FY2017 

invoice to the Berkshire Eagle and to take said sum from free cash. 

A motion was made to accept Article 2. 

The motion was seconded. 

There was no discussion. 

Article 2 passed. 
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ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to expend the sum of $60.77 to pay an FY2017 

invoice to Quill and to take said sum from free cash.  
A motion was made to accept Article 3. 

The motion was seconded. 

There was no discussion. 

Article 3 passed.  

 

ARTICLE 4:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $125,419.42 to pay the Fiscal 

Year 2017 Wind Turbine Bond payment and to take said sum from Fund 32; which is funding 

that has not been spent from the $400,000.00 appropriated at the Special Town Meeting on 

February 27, 2013. 

A motion was made to accept Article 4. 

The motion was seconded. 

There was no discussion. 

Article 4 passed.  

 

ARTICLE 5:  To see if the Town will vote to expend the sum of $20,000.00 to fund the Fiscal 

Year 2018 Operations and maintenance costs for the Otis Fiber Broadband MLP account and 

to take said sum from free cash. 

A motion was made to accept Article 5. 

The motion was seconded. 

There was no discussion. 

Article 5 passed.  

 

ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $31,000.00 to pay for the 

Deductible Health Plan coverage for Fiscal 2018 for Town employees and to take said sum 

from free cash. 

A motion was made to accept Article 6. 

The motion was seconded. 

There was no discussion. 

Article 6 passed.  

 

ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the 

Legislature to enact Legislation as follows, provided that the Legislature may reasonably vary 

from the form and substance of the requested legislation within the scope of the general public 

objectives of this petition: 

 

An Act Relative to the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages in the Town of Otis 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled and by 

the authority of same as follows: 

 

SECTION 1: Notwithstanding Section 17 of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 138, the 

local licensing authority of the Town of Otis may grant one additional license for the sale of all 

alcoholic beverages to be drunk off the premises, pursuant to Section 15, Chapter 138, to 

Papa’s Healthy Food and Fuel, East Otis, Massachusetts. The license shall be subject to all of 

said Chapter 138 except said section 17. 

The licensing authority shall not approve the transfer of the license to any other location but it 

may grant the license to a new applicant at the same location if the applicant files with the 
2 
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licensing authority a letter from the department of revenue and a letter from the department 

of unemployment assistance indicating the license is in good standing with those departments 

and that all applicable taxes, fees and contributions have been paid. 

 

If the license granted under this section is cancelled, revoked or no longer in use at the 

location of original issuance, it shall be returned physically with all legal rights, privileges and 

restrictions pertaining thereto to the licensing authority which may then grant the license to a 

new applicant at the same location under the same conditions as specified in this act. 

 

SECTION 2: This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

A motion was made to accept Article 7 

The motion was seconded. 

There was no discussion. 

Article 7 passed.   

 

ARTICLE 8:   To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw by amending Section 

5.2.2, Section 5.2.4, and Section 5.2.6 and by adding Section 5.2.7 and Section 5.2.8 with the 

following language:      
 

5.2 SIGNS 

5.2.2 Temporary Signs.  Temporary signs which do not comply with this By-Law may be 

authorized by the Zoning Enforcement Officer for special events.  The Zoning Enforcement 

Officer may, at their discretion, require the posting of a bond or cash deposit large enough to 

cover the cost of removal of temporary signs if such signs are not removed promptly after 

termination of the advertised event by the sponsors. 

 

5.2.4 Abandoned Signs. Any sign which has been abandoned or advertises any product which 

is no longer sold, or any activity which is no longer carried on must be removed within thirty 

(30) days by the owner of the premises after notice to that effect from the Zoning Enforcement 

Officer. 

 

5.2.6 Signs Authorized by Special Permit. 

The following signs may be displayed with a Special Permit from the Zoning Board of 

Appeals: 

1. On property in R-40 Residential devoted to use authorized by Special Permit, one sign not 

exceeding six (6) square feet in total area. 

 

2. Within the V-1 Village district, each business is permitted two (2) signs not to exceed 

twenty-four (24) square feet in total combined area.  Signs may be freestanding or 

attached flat against the wall of the building.  Freestanding signs may not exceed eighteen 

(18) square feet. 

 

3. On multiple business use lots there is permitted one (1) directory sign per lot not 

exceeding twenty-four (24) square feet in area for all business establishments or uses on 

the lot, and not exceeding twelve (12) square feet for any one business establishment or 

use on the lot. 
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5.2.7 Billboards are Prohibited. 

 

5.2.8 Political Signs. The following is the Town of Otis policy on political sign location, size 

and duration: 

1. LOCATION:  Political signage shall not be located within a public way layout or on 

Town-owned property except as follows: 

1. Exceptions on Private Property 

Political signage may be placed on private property, along a public way provided 

that: 

a. The sign is placed a minimum of ten (10) feet back from the edge of pavement for 

the public way and any sidewalk, and 

b. The owners of the subject private property allows placement of the signage, and 

c. The signage does not impede the travel of pedestrians. 

 

2. Exceptions on Town-Owned Property 

 Political signage may be placed on town owned property providing that: 

a. The sign is placed a minimum of one hundred fifty (150) feet away from any 

polling entrance and shall be removed immediately after the polls close.  The sign 

shall not block vehicular traffic, the progress of pedestrians or existing signs. 

b. ONE SIGN per candidate is permitted on the grassy island at the intersection of 

Becket Road and East Otis Road, also known as Route 23, provided that the signs 

are placed so they do not impede the view of drivers on the adjacent public ways 

or block existing signs or impede pedestrians. 

 

2. TIME FRAME OF DISPLAY:  Political signs may be erected forty-five (45) days prior to 

the election and are to be removed within two days after the election except as noted 

above for polling places. 

 

3. SIZE OF SIGNS:  Political signs may not exceed three (3) square feet of total area and the 

top of political signs may not exceed thirty-two (32) inches in height from virgin ground 

below. 

 

Due to the length of Article 8, a motion was made to pass over the reading of this Article. 

The motion was seconded. 

The article was not read.  

Discussion:  Signs: The reason for the sign bylaw is to conform all the signs in town to have the 

same regulated format. The sign permits in the past had size discrepancies.  This size is more 

reasonable and fair for businesses. Political Signs: A resident asked if this is a change?  The Town 

Clerk explained this is to clarify questions that arise regarding where political signs can go and 

how long can they stay displayed. 

A motion was made to accept Article 8. 

The motion was seconded.  

Discussion: Signs: Will businesses be grandfathered?  This will be for business going forward that 

need new signs.   Political Signs: A resident stated she lives in a wooded area and the sign would 

be hidden if it was ten feet off the pavement.   4 
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A motion was made to amend Article 8 to eliminate the text in section 5.2.8, 1. LOCATION, 

Section 1A.  

The motion was seconded.   

Discussion: A resident suggested changing it to 5 feet. 

The amendment failed.  Yes 17, No 22 

Article 8 passed  

 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 

The motion was seconded. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Lyn O’Brien, Town Clerk 
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CAUCUS RESULTS

April 10, 2018- Caucus Results

SELECTPERSON Votes SELECTPERSON WRITE IN Votes

WILLIAM HILLER 20 DAVID CONKLIN 8

BLANKS 4 MICHAEL ERNST 8

CHRIS BOUCHARD 3

43 24 19

MODERATOR Votes MODERATOR WRITE-IN Votes

BLAKE MIDDLETON 32 ALL OTHERS 2

BLANKS 9 0

43 41 2

TREE WARDEN Votes TREE WARDEN WRITE-IN Votes

JOHN (JACK) CONBOY 31 ALL OTHERS 2

BLANKS 10

43 41 2

FINANCE BOARD Votes FINANCE WRITE IN Votes

WALTER ENGELS 35 ALL OTHERS 2

BLANKS 6

43 41 2

CEMETERY COMMISSION Votes CEMETERY WRITE IN Votes

KRISTEN BROWN 35 ALL OTHERS 0

BLANKS 8

43 43 0

LIBRARY TRUSTEE 2YR Votes LIBRARY 2YR WRITE-IN Votes

DIANE DYER 36 ALL OTHERS 0

BLANKS 7

43 43 0
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CAUCUS RESULTS

LIBARARY TRUSTEE 3YR Votes LIBRARY  3 YR WRITE IN Votes

JAMES ADAMS 36

BLANKS 7

43 43 0

PLANNING BOARD 3YR Votes PLANNING BOARD WRITE IN Votes

JENNIFER DAILY 33 ALL OTHERS 1

BLANKS 9

43 42 1

PLANNING BOARD 5YR Votes PLANNING WRITE IN Votes

MICHAEL ERNST 35 ALL OTHERS 3

BLANKS 5

43 40 3

SCHOOL COMMITTEE Vote 2 Votes SCHOOL WRITE IN Votes

JESSICA DRENGA 36 ALL OTHERS 1

CAROL LOMBARDO 40

BLANKS 9

86 85 1
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Town of Otis, Massachusetts 

Annual Town Meeting Minutes 

May 15, 2018 

 
Selectperson: William Hiller Chair, Gary Thomas, Donald Hawley  

Finance Board: Michael Ernst Chair, Therese Gould, Walter Engels 

Moderator: Blake Middleton 

Town Clerk: Lyn O’Brien 

Town Administrator: Rebecca Stone 

Town Counsel: Jeremia Pollard 

Board of Registrars: Marjorie Middleton, Emily Piacquadio 

 

Total Registered Voters: 1128 

Total Registered Voters in Attendance: 91 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm at the Otis Town Hall by the Moderator. 

 

A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the warrant and act on Article 1. 

The motion was seconded. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

A moment of silence was held for all those who have parted us in the past year.  

 

The Moderator asked everyone to shut off their cell phones.   

 

Emily Piacquadio and Marjorie Middleton were appointed as counters.  

 

The Moderator reminded voters to speak into the microphone, raise their hand, and be recognized 

before speaking.   

 

ARTICLE 1: To receive the reports of the various Town Officers and act thereon. 

A motion was made to accept Article 1. 

The motion was seconded. 

The Moderator announced there was an error in the town report regarding Russell Loring our 

Constable.  Russ Loring is an elected position with a three-year term and not a one-year term. 

Article 1 passed unanimously.  

 

ARTICLE 2: To raise and appropriate such money as may be necessary to defray the Town’s 

expenses for this fiscal year.  See appropriations list attached at end of Warrant. 

$5,521,398.63 

A motion was made to accept Article 2. 

The motion was seconded. 

Article 2 passed, 1 opposed. 
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The Moderator explained he would be reading the rest of the articles eliminating the word “raise” in 

order for the funding source to be clear.  Article 2 is the only Article that should be “raise and 

appropriate” from taxation.  All others are not from taxation.  

 

ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $111,097.00 for the 

purpose of paying the principal and interest due in fiscal 2019 for the fourth of five annual 

payments for the 2016 KME fire truck purchased in FY16 and to take said sum from free 

cash.  

A motion was made to accept Article 3. 

The motion was seconded. 

Article 3 passed. 

 

ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $39,035.50 for the 

purpose of buying radios for the Fire Department and to take said sum from free cash.  

A motion was made to accept Article 4. 

The motion was seconded. 

Article 4 passed unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to authorize to borrow the sum of $271,940.00 for 

the purpose of buying a new 2019 4x4 dump/plow truck to replace the Highway Department’s 

existing 2002 International. 

A motion was made to accept Article 5. 

The motion was seconded. 

Discussion:  What is going to happen to the old truck?  Highway Superintendent, Derek Poirier 

answered the truck will be sold outright to the highest bidder.   

A voter asked what brand truck will we be purchasing?  Derek answered they have 2 quotes but 

haven’t picked the brand yet.   

Article 5 passed unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to authorize to borrow the sum of $136,254.00 the 

purpose of buying a new 2019 loader/backhoe to replace the Highway Department’s existing 

1995 loader/backhoe.  

A motion was made to accept Article 6. 

The motion was seconded. 

Article 6 passed unanimously.    

 

ARTICLE 7:  To see if the Town will vote to accept $179,187.00 as an Available Fund under 

the Chapter 90 State Aid to Highways Program.    

A motion was made to accept Article 7.   

The motion was seconded. 

Discussion:  How much did we get last year?  Derek Poirier answered this is about the same amount 

as last year.   

Article 7 passed unanimously.  

 

ARTICLE 8:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for, 

accept and expend a MassWorks Grant from the MassWorks Infrastructure Program in the 

amount of $1,000,000.00 and sum will be used for Safety Improvements and Reconstruction 

on Tyringham Road. 
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A motion was made to accept Article 8. 

The motion was seconded. 

Article 8 passed unanimously.  

 

 

ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $67,450.00 for the operation and 

maintenance of the municipal sewer system and to meet the appropriation, transfer funds 

from the sewer user fees.   

A motion was made to accept Article 9. 

The motion was seconded. 

Article 9 passed unanimously.  

 

ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will vote to maintain separate Revolving Funds pursuant to 

MGL, Chapter 44, Section 53E ½ for the following fees.  Fees received by Town Officials shall 

be credited to the respective revolving fund and expended for payment only by the 

authorization of the Town Treasurer.  Respective expenditures from said Revolving Funds 

shall not exceed the amounts shown below for Fiscal Year 2019 without prior approval from 

the Board of Selectmen:     

 

Plumbing & Gas Inspector $15,000.00 

Wire Inspector $15,000.00 

Fire Department Inspections $6,000.00 

Sanitation Inspector $9,000.00 

 Recreation Commission      $5,000.00 

Demolition Debris Removal               $25,000.00 

Cemetery                         $2,000.00 

Tax Title                                                                                $10,000.00 

 

A motion was made to accept Article 10. 

The motion was seconded. 

Article 10 passed unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 11: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $266,610.85 to pay costs of 

purchasing and installing solar panels to be located on various Town buildings, including the 

payment of all costs incidental and related thereto and to take said sum from wind project 

contingency funds. 

A motion was made to accept Article 11. 

The motion was seconded. 

Discussion:  Why are we doing this project when we have the wind project?  Town Administrator, 

Rebecca Stone explained we need town meeting approval. Larry Gould, Project Coordinator 

explained this is excess money from the wind bond project.  Three of the solar projects are complete 

and two are not. Bond Counsel said it was prudent to come to town meeting and make the 

additional vote to authorize the expense. The wind turbine is providing a revenue check to the town 

and the solar panels are saving the town buildings on electricity.   

Article 11 passed, 2 opposed.  
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ARTICLE 12: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $446,762.00 in FY19 in 

principal and interest for the Wind Project Bond and to take said sum from wind project 

revenue.   
A motion was made to accept article 12.  

The motion was seconded. 

Discussion:  Do we have revenue?  Larry Gould, Project Coordinator said revenue has been coming 

in.  Larry is in discussion with Eversource and hoping for electronic transfers.  They are generating 

$40,000-$60,000 per month.  The turbine has been online since March 9th.  The town is expecting 

$500,000-$600,000 per year in revenue.   

Article 12 passed unanimously.  

 

ARTICLE 13: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $37,415.00 for paying 

the principal and interest due in FY19 on funds borrowed for the Wind Project Serial Note 

and to take said sum from wind project revenue. 

A motion was made to accept Article 13. 

The motion was seconded. 

Article 13 passed.  

 

ARTICLE 14: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $32,250.00 for paying 

the interest due in FY19 on funds borrowed for the Otis Fiber Project and to take said sum 

from free cash.  

A motion was made to accept Article 14. 

The motion was seconded. 

Discussion: When will construction be done?  Bill Hiller, Selectboard Chair and Technology 

member said the town has approval of the first section and anticipate the entire town to be 

completed in the next year to 18 months.   

How many are signed up for the service?  Bill answered 650 households are signed up at this time.   

Who pays for the clearance of the polls?  Bill answered we have already paid and a grant helped us.   

Is the town guaranteeing everyone gets the service?  Bill hopes so and the State of MA requires 

96% of the town to be serviced.  

Article 14 passed, 1 opposed.  

 

ARTICLE 15: To see if the Town will vote to accept a gift of the St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

from the legal successor of the Wardens of the Protestant Episcopal Society of Otis, and 

accompanying land, said properties being recorded in the Berkshire Middle District Registry 

of Deeds at Book 4949, Page 78, and Book 5677, Page 345, provided that the Episcopal 

Missions of Western Massachusetts successfully quiets title to said properties in a court of 

competent jurisdiction with the assent of the Executive Committee of the Congregation of St. 

Paul and/or any other parties necessary to quiet said title, and to authorize and direct the 

Board of Selectmen to execute any and all documents in connection with said transfer once 

the title is resolved. 

A motion was made to accept Article 15. 

The motion was seconded.  

Discussion: What is the plan?  Sonia Morrison, Historical Commission member stated there are 

many plans for the building including preservation for prosperity, a meeting space, the land alone, 

and the possibility to use the second lot to extend the sewer system.  A voter suggested to see a plan 

in place prior to any commitments being made.  
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What is it going to cost?  Sonia stated they hope to find funds from outside sources including grants 

and fundraising done from non-profit groups.  

A voter asked how is this article different from what we voted on last year? Jeremia Pollard, Town 

Counsel stated we are here due to Town Counsel’s certification of the title of insurability.  We are 

back before town meeting because the title is not clear.  The Diocese is going to act on quiet title. 

The current Executive Committee of the Congregation of Saint Paul’s Church is willing to do this 

only if the town votes to take the property. 

 A resident asked if the Town is going to be picking up the expenses of the Diocese as well as their 

own expenses?  Jeremia answered the town can’t pay for the legal fees of the Diocese because of 

the Massachusetts anti-aid amendment. The Town can’t pay anything until the Town owns the 

building. The Diocese will need to pay their own legal expenses.  The only expenses the Town will 

have will be to have Jeremia review it from the real estate side.   

A voter suggested an amendment to accept the land but come to town meeting for anything that 

would happen to the building.   

A voter stated this building is going to cost over $200,000 in repairs and if the repairs exceed 2/3rds 

of the buildings value the building needs to be brought up to code.  This includes a well, septic, 

environmental study, handicapped accessibility, etc.   

The Moderator called the vote. 

A count was completed.  Yes- 43 No-36 

Article 15 passed.  

 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 

The motion was seconded. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Lyn O’Brien, Town Clerk 
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May 22, 2018-Annual Town Election Results

Total Registered Voters in Town 1128

Total Voters for this Election 363

SELECTPERSON Votes SELECTPERSON WRITE IN Votes

WILLIAM HILLER 275 ALL OTHERS 1

DAVID CONKLIN 87

BLANKS 0

363 362 1

MODERATOR Votes MODERATOR WRITE-IN Votes

BLAKE MIDDLETON 302 ALL OTHERS 4

BLANKS 57 0

363 359 4

TREE WARDEN Votes TREE WARDEN WRITE-IN Votes

JOHN (JACK) CONBOY 280 ALL OTHERS 13

BLANKS 70

363 350 13

FINANCE BOARD Votes FINANCE WRITE IN Votes

WALTER ENGELS 281 ALL OTHERS 4

BLANKS 78

363 359 4

CEMETERY COMMISSION Votes CEMETERY WRITE IN Votes

KRISTEN BROWN 270 ALL OTHERS 4

BLANKS 89

363 359 4

LIBRARY TRUSTEE 2YR Votes LIBRARY 2YR WRITE-IN Votes

DIANE DYER 296 ALL OTHERS 2

BLANKS 65

363 361 2
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LIBARARY TRUSTEE 3YR Votes LIBRARY  3 YR WRITE IN Votes

JAMES ADAMS 267 ALL OTHERS 5

BLANKS 91

363 358 5

PLANNING BOARD 3YR Votes PLANNING BOARD WRITE IN Votes

JENNIFER DAILY 267 ALL OTHERS 1

BLANKS 95

363 362 1

PLANNING BOARD 5YR Votes PLANNING WRITE IN Votes

MICHAEL ERNST 272 ALL OTHERS 2

BLANKS 89

363 361 2

SCHOOL COMMITTEE Vote 2 Votes SCHOOL WRITE IN Votes

JESSICA DRENGA 241 ALL OTHERS 3

CAROL LOMBARDO 233

BLANKS 249

726 723 3
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State Primary

September 4, 2018

Total Registered Voters in Otis 1122

Total Ballots Cast 266

 Democratic Ballots Cast 192

 Republican Ballots Cast 74

Libertarian Ballots Cast 0

Democratic Party

Senator in Congress (DEMOCRATIC)

Elizabeth A. Warren 173

Write-In 0

Blank 19

TOTAL 192

Governor (DEMOCRATIC)

Jay M. Gonzalez 101

Bob Massie 48

Write-In 2

Blank 41

TOTAL 192

Lieutenant Governor (DEMOCRATIC)

Quentin Palfrey 103

Jimmy Tingle 33

Write-in 0

Blank 56

TOTAL 192

Attorney General (DEMOCRATIC)

Maura Healey 164

Write-In 1

Blank 27

TOTAL 192

Secretary of State (DEMOCRATIC)

William Francis Galvin 117

Josh Zakim 48

Write-In 0

Blank 27

TOTAL 192

Treasurer (DEMOCRATIC)

Deborah B. Goldberg 147

Write-In 0

Blank 45

TOTAL 192
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Write-In 1
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Write-In 0

Blank 27

TOTAL 192

Treasurer (DEMOCRATIC)

Deborah B. Goldberg 147

Write-In 0

Blank 45

TOTAL 192

42

Town of Otis, Massachusetts 
2018 Annual Report 



Auditor (DEMOCRATIC)

Suzanne M. Bump 146

Write-In 0

Blank 46

TOTAL 192

Representative in Congress (First District) (DEMOCRATIC)

Richard E. Neal 123

Tahirah Amatul-Wadud 60

Write-In 0

Blank 9

TOTAL 192

Councillor (Eighth District) (DEMOCRATIC)

Mary E. Hurley 150

Write-In 0

Blank 42

TOTAL 192

Senator In General Court (Berkshire, Hampshire, Franklin & Hampden District)

(DEMOCRATIC)

Adam G. Hinds 135

Thomas P. Wickham 41

Write-In 0

Blank 16

TOTAL 192

Representative in General Court (Fourth Berkshire District)

(DEMOCRATIC)

William "Smitty" Pignatelli 171

Write-In 0

Blank 21

TOTAL 192

District Attorney (Berkshire District) (DEMOCRATIC)

Paul J. Caccaviello 24

Andrea C. Harrington 51

Judith C. Knight 112

Write-In 0

Blank 5

TOTAL 192

Clerk of Courts (Berkshire County) (DEMOCRATIC)

Deborah S. Capeless 151

Write-In 0

Blank 41

TOTAL 192

Register of Deeds (Berkshire Middle District) (DEMOCRATIC)

Patsy Harris 154

Write-In 0

Blank 38

TOTAL 192
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Republican Party

Senator in Congress (REPUBLICAN)

Geoff Diehl 35

John Kingston 20

Beth Joyce Lindstrom 9

Write-In 0

Blank 10

TOTAL 74

Governor (REPUBLICAN)

Charles D. Baker 44

Scott D. Lively 29

Write-In 0

Blank 1

TOTAL 74

Lieutenant Governor (REPUBLICAN)

Karyn E. Polito 57

Write-in 0

Blank 17

TOTAL 74

Attorney General (REPUBLICAN)

James R. McMahon, III 39

Daniel L. Shores 18

Write-In 0

Blank 17

TOTAL 74

Secretary of State (REPUBLICAN)

Anthony M. Amore 48

Write-In 0

Blank 26

TOTAL 74

Treasurer (REPUBLICAN)

Keiko M. Orrall 50

Write-In 0

Blank 24

TOTAL 74

Auditor (REPUBLICAN)

Helen Brady 47

Write-In 0

Blank 27

TOTAL 74

Representative in Congress (First District) (REPUBLICAN)

Write-In 1

Blank 73

TOTAL 74
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Councillor (Eighth District) (REPUBLICAN)

Write-In 1

Blank 73

TOTAL 74

Senator In General Court (Berkshire, Hampshire, Franklin & Hampden District)

(REPUBLICAN)

Write-In 1

Blank 73

TOTAL 74

Representative in General Court (Fourth Berkshire District)

(REPUBLICAN)

Write-In 1

Blank 73

TOTAL 74

District Attorney (Berkshire District) (REPUBLICAN)

Write-In 2

Blank 72

TOTAL 74

Clerk of Courts (Berkshire County) (REPUBLICAN)

Write-In 1

Blank 73

TOTAL 74

Register of Deeds (Berkshire Middle District) (REPUBLICAN)

Write-In 1

Blank 73

TOTAL 74

Libertarian

Senator in Congress (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Governor (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Lieutenant Governor (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-in 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Attorney General (LIBERTARIAN)
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TOTAL 74
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Libertarian

Senator in Congress (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Governor (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Lieutenant Governor (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-in 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Attorney General (LIBERTARIAN)
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Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Secretary of State (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Treasurer (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Auditor (LIBERTARIAN)

Daniel Fishman 0

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Representative in Congress (First District) (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Councillor (Eighth District) (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Senator In General Court (Berkshire, Hampshire, Franklin & Hampden District)

(LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0
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(LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

District Attorney (Berkshire District) (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0
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Blank 0

TOTAL 0
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Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Clerk of Courts (Berkshire County) (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0
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Register of Deeds (Berkshire Middle District) (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0

Register of Deeds (Berkshire Middle District) (LIBERTARIAN)

Write-In 0

Blank 0

TOTAL 0
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State Election

November 6, 2018

TOWN OF OTIS

Total Registered Voters in Otis 1133

Total Ballots Cast 737

Senator in Congress

Elizabeth A. Warren 410

Geoff Diehl 292

Shiva Ayyadurai 17

Blank 17

Write-In 1

TOTAL 737

Governor and Lieutenant Governor

Baker and Polito 450

Gonzalez and Palfrey 271

Blank 14

Write-In 2

TOTAL 737

Attorney General

Maura Healey 430

James R. McMahon, III 278

Blank 28

Write-In 1

TOTAL 737

Secretary of State

William Francis Galvin 438

Anthony M. Amore 248

Juan G. Sanchez, Jr. 21

Blank 30

Write-in 0

TOTAL 737

Treasurer

Deborah B. Goldberg 412

Keiko M. Orrall 249

Jamie M. Guerin 35

Blank 41

Write-In 0
TOTAL 737

Auditor

Suzanne M. Bump 392

Helen Brady 240

Daniel Fishman 25

Edward Stamas 33

Blank 47

Write-In 0

TOTAL 737

Respresentative in Congress (First District)

Richard E. Neal 528

Blank 201

Write-In 8

TOTAL 737
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TOTAL 737
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Councillor (Eighth District)

Mary E. Hurley 420

Mike Franco 215

Blank 102

Write-In 0

TOTAL 737

Senator In General Court (Berkshire, Hampshire, Franklin & Hampden District)

Adam G. Hinds 513

Blank 221

Write-in 3

TOTAL 737

Representative in General Court (Fourth Berkshire District)

William "Smitty" Pignatelli 554

Blank 180

Write-in 3

TOTAL 737

District Attorney (Berkshire District)

Andrea C. Harrington 434

Blank 178

Write-in Paul J. Caccaviello 123

Write-in All Others 2

TOTAL 737

Clerk of Courts (Berkshire County)

Deborah S. Capeless 513

Blank 220

Write-In 4

TOTAL 737

Registry of Deeds (Berkshire Middle District)

Patsy Harris 517

Blank 217

Write-In 3

TOTAL 737

Question 1-Patient-to-Nurse Limits

Yes 192

No 498

Blank 47

TOTAL 737

Question 2 - Commission on Limiting Election Spending and Corporate Rights

Yes 500

No 202

Blank 35

TOTAL 737

Question 3- Transgender Anti-Discrimination

Yes 467

No 241

Blank 29

TOTAL 737
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Annual Report of the Board of Assessors 
  

The Board of Assessors, along with our assessing staff provided under contract by 

Regional Resource Group, continue to assure the fair taxation of all Otis properties.   

This year the department reviewed 99 building permits, which included new dwellings, 

additions, renovations, decks, residential solar electricity generation systems, structure 

demolition, etc.  We recorded approximately 141 real estate transfers, approximately 3 new lot 

splits, and approximately 6 parcel dimension changes.   Assessing staff, including RRG staff, 

attended classes and programs sponsored by The Berkshire County Board of Assessors and the 

Massachusetts Association of Assessing Officers.  

During the past year, we reorganized and updated assessment records.  Other efforts 

included inspecting property after building permits are processed and auditing property files for 

accuracy and completeness.  There is a 10-year cyclical inspection program in place, resulting in 

on-going property inspections. The assessing staff, by directive of the Bureau of Local Services 

and under the supervision of the Board of Assessors, engaged in a full revaluation program for 

FY2019, which was successfully completed prior to the mailing of actual bills in December 

2018. 

  

Our Board strives to build and maintain good public relations. We provide our residents with:  

1. abutters lists required for property permits 

2. mailings to those eligible for special tax classification and exemptions 

3. assistance in completing forms for residents who are eligible for exemptions 

4. current property ownership information by processing registered deeds, name and  

 address changes, 

5. motor vehicle excise abatements 

6. information on a host of tax and property assessment issues 

  

As the town’s principal revenue generator, the Assessors are constantly on the lookout for 

properties subject to taxation.  We seek to enhance tax revenues by:  

1. identifying second homeowners whose household furnishings are subject to 

taxation; along with businesses that have inventory or fixtures that may be 

taxable. We have added several parcels to the Personal Property tax records that 

had previously not been inventoried 

2. making sure that new construction is monitored and assessed, and that property 

given a certificate of occupancy is taxed at the fully assessed value 

3. reviewing prior years’ deeds to assure verify current property values 

4. monitoring individual assessments to insure that abatements are kept to a 

minimum 

5. assuring that all requests for abatements are reasonable and properly processed.  
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Other office activities included:  

1. photographing structures and attaching those photos to computerized assessment 

records 

2. processing land divisions 

3. reviewing and processing abatement requests 

4. processing personal property forms and chapter land applications 

5. preparing various Department of Revenue reports 

  

Our office hours are Mondays and Wednesdays from 8:30AM-12:30PM.  We and our 

Regional Assessor from RRG are also available by appointment.  Residents can contact us by e-

mail at leadassessor.otis@gmail.com or by phone at 413-269-0100 x102.  Current property 

information can be accessed at our website: www.townofotisma.com .   

  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Russell Loring, Chairman 

Kathleen Rider 

Heather Venne  

 

 

2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

OTIS COMMUNITY GARDEN 

 
This year the Otis Community Garden celebrates its 10th Anniversary of successfully 

serving the community. Our goal is to provide fresh, healthy vegetables, grown free of pesticides 

and artificial additives, to local residents. Each year the OCG grows a wide variety of produce 

including lettuces, tomatoes, zucchini, kale, squash, beans, chard, garlic, onions, beets, pac choi, 

pea pods, turnips, broccoli, cucumbers and herbs. After garden members take their share, the 

surplus bounty is delivered by our members to local seniors and food banks.  

Our non-profit garden has grown with the support of the Town of Otis, the generous 

support of Pyenson’s Poultry Farm and all of our many wonderful volunteers! Members enjoy 

social events throughout the growing season. Garden shares require a small membership fee and 

at least 1 volunteer hour a week spent gardening, harvesting, delivering produce or other garden-

related tasks. To learn more about OCG membership, write to: 

otiscommunitygarden@yahoo.com. Donations of gardening tools and equipment gratefully 

accepted. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eve Kummel 
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at least 1 volunteer hour a week spent gardening, harvesting, delivering produce or other garden-

related tasks. To learn more about OCG membership, write to: 

otiscommunitygarden@yahoo.com. Donations of gardening tools and equipment gratefully 

accepted. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eve Kummel 
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REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD 

TOWN OF OTIS 

 

 

 The Planning Board is responsible for preparing and maintaining a comprehensive  

master plan (MGL Chapter 41, Section 81D), propose, review, hold hearings and make 

recommendations on zoning bylaw/ordinance changes to the Town Protective By-Laws, 

review and act on subdivisions – preliminary & definitive plans (MGL c.41, section 81K-

81GG), review and sign Approval Not Required (ANR) plans and is required to review, 

hold public hearings and make recommendations on proposals that will affect land use.   

The Planning Board oversees Site Plan Reviews and hears requests from property 

owners or developers seeking to divide a tract of land, reaffirm boundary lines or create a 

new subdivision...who, must submit surveyed plot plans to the Board for appropriate 

action as governed by MGL, Chapter 41, Section 81. 

 The Town of Otis requires any new lots to be a minimum of one (1) acre, have 

150 feet of road frontage and provide adequate access for emergency and vehicular traffic 

in the R-1 residential district. In the Village V-1 district, lot area shall not be less than 

20,000 square feet and the frontage shall not be less than 60 feet. 

 The Planning Board acted on a number of Form-A plans to divide properties 

and/or secure newly surveyed boundary lines under the guidelines & requirements of the 

Subdivision Control Law.     

 The Planning Board continues to work with the Otis Historical Committee, the 

Otis Historical Society, Otis Conservation Committee, Otis Recreation, Berkshire 

Regional Planning Commission and other state agencies on projects such as Otis Sewer 

District, Community Development, Community Preservation, Community Center, 

Watershed projects, Historical Preservation and seeking and applying for grant 

opportunities. 

  The Planning Board meets on the second Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Town Hall.  The Board welcomes property owners with questions concerning the 

required procedures to sub-divide their land under the laws. 

        

Respectfully submitted, 

       Michael Ernst, Chairman 

       Rona Knight 

       Jennifer Daily 

       Alan Koivisto 

       Terry Cook-Visser 

       Jim Kauffman 

       Harold L. Kobrin 
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       Michael Ernst, Chairman 

       Rona Knight 

       Jennifer Daily 

       Alan Koivisto 

       Terry Cook-Visser 

       Jim Kauffman 

       Harold L. Kobrin 
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2018 Town of Otis 

Technology Committee Annual Report 

 
 Broadband has arrived in the Town of Otis!  The Town of Otis and its people own this 

network.  We are all in this together! The installation and operating costs are significant. It 

doesn’t matter if you are here for six months, six weekends or every single day we have to make 

back enough to break even.  We looked at different rates to try to accommodate seasonal uses 

and once the project is complete, we will have a better idea of the number of subscribers and our 

total cost.  But at this time we are unable to provide seasonal services below the $840.00 

threshold.  Remember, we are all owners and the vast majority of people here want this service.  

Please support Otis Fiber by signing up at the otisfiber.com website. 

Verizon has completed make ready work in town and Eversource has then been updating 

their equipment.  Sertex is the company that has been doing the physical construction and Whip 

City Fiber is our Internet Service Provider (ISP).  Sertex is currently constructing Phases 4, 5, 

and 6 and will proceed with other phases as soon as possible. We began generating broadband 

revenues in May 2018 from Phase 1 and continue to sign up residences as each phase completes 

construction.  We have approximately 500 residences signed up as of the end of 2018. 

 We have a total of ten phases planned for broadband construction and pole license 

applications were submitted for all of the Verizon / Eversource jointly owned poles in 2017.  As 

Verizon completes works on each phase, Eversource follows to complete their work as well.  

Our plan was to have all ten phases completed in eighteen months, but delays with Verizon’s 

make ready work has pushed out on a phase by phase basis. There is a map of what areas in town 

are covered by each phase.  Please go to otisfiber.com to check the map to see which phase you 

are in.  We ask that you do put your applications in as soon as possible.  We have received the 

full grant funding that was promised to the town for this project and the Commonwealth and Otis 

are working together to complete this project.  In addition, Otis has a broadband hut at the East 

Otis Fire House that was officially opened by Lieutenant Governor Karen Polito in May.  We are 

currently working on the second broadband hut at the Main Fire House in the center of town.  

The huts house the fiber equipment and electronic switching needed to connect Otis Fiber and 

Whip City Fiber to the internet.   

 The Town Hall also offers public Wi-Fi to residents at the Town Hall.  Our new website 

is up and running and we appreciate feedback on the site.   

 All members of the Otis Technology Committee continue to look forward to working 

with and for you to bring modern technology to our rural town. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Bill Hiller   Frank Tolopko 

Larry Gould   Laurie Flower 

George Mabee   Lisa D’Orazio 
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Otis Cultural Council 2018 Report 

 
The Otis Cultural Council is just one of 329 local councils in Massachusetts (serving all 351 cities and 

towns) whose mission is to distribute funds earmarked in the state budget for cultural enrichment in all 

communities. Most other states also budget funds for cultural development, but Massachusetts is the only one 

that entrusts a large portion of that money to local councils, staffed by volunteers, to decide how to spend that 

money for the benefit of residents. According to the Massachusetts Cultural Council, we and the other 328 local 

councils award more than $3 million in grants to more than 5,000 cultural programs statewide.  

As we are a small town, our piece of that pie is not large, but we are pleased that our town also supports 

our activities – with a matching grant from the town, donations from townspeople, fundraising efforts by our 

members and friends, and willingness on the part of many people to lend helping hands when we need them.   

In addition to the above, some of our members (and their good-hearted spouses!) work sorting deposit 

bottles and cans at the recycling site at the Otis Transfer Station. We collaborate with the AmVets on this 

project, which brings the deposit monies back to benefit the town. Thanks to residents who separate and 

contribute their deposit bottles and cans to the blue barrels at the transfer station. 

During the calendar year 2018, the OCC sponsored over 30 events in Otis for residents of all ages. Most 

of these were grants to local organizations for young people attending the Farmington River Elementary School, 

Muddy Brook School, Monument Mountain High School and Lee Middle & High School. We also sponsored 

events for the community at large – such as Square Dancing with caller Cliff Brodeur in August, the 

Community Tag Sale in May, and the Arts Festival in September. In addition, we collaborated with the 

Celebrations Committee to bring Wanda Houston to the Annual Sup & Swing in June and with the Otis Library 

to provide programs for young readers in the summer. 

We continue to support the Beautify Otis project by organizing volunteers to set up and maintain flower 

barrels throughout the town. Thanks to all the local volunteer gardeners who plant and maintain the barrels all 

summer, and also to Jamie Carr at Otis Ridge Garden Shop for her generous support. 

To know more about our activities, subscribe to our news or check out our page at 

www.townofotisma.com. If you’d like to join us or volunteer for any activity, contact a committee member or 

email us at culturalco.otis@yahoo.com.  

We are grateful to the Select board for their support and encouragement throughout the year; to the 

Highway Department and Jim Crandall of the Maintenance Department for their regular assistance; to the 

Farmington River Elementary School for the use of their beautiful facility. We offer our heartfelt thanks to Lyn 

O’Brien, Lisa D’Orazio and Heather Venne for their assistance throughout the year.  

Lastly, we thank all those Otis residents and visitors who help us with their donations of time and 

money, their attendance at events, and their enthusiastic words of support.  

 

 Submitted by 

Jeanne Randorf, Chair 

Shanon Albee, Treasurer 

Mary Jo Engels, Secretary 

Vicki Ernst 

Deb Fogel 

Carol Lombardo 

Ilisa Sulner 

 Arlene Tolopko 
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Otis Zoning Board of Appeals 

2018 Annual Town Report 

 

The Town of Otis Zoning Board of Appeals consists of five (5) members and two 

(2) associate members appointed by the Board of Selectmen as provided in Section 12, 

Chapter 40A of the Massachusetts General Laws (MGL). 

The Board of Appeals serves as the special permit granting authority for the town.  

This board also hears and decides upon appeals or petitions for variances.  

Information and duties are outlined in the Town of Otis Bylaws Section 9.2. 

In calendar year 2018 the Zoning Board of Appeals heard 2 applications for 

special permits or variances. Both were granted per request. 

One member resignation occurred and 2 new members have been appointed; one 

full-time member and one alternate member. There remains one opening of an alternate 

member on the board at this time. 

The board presented updates to the Signage by-laws along with input from other 

members of the town at large. The sign by-law was amended in February 2018. 

The ZBA meets when applications are received, on the first Monday of each 

month. 

All meetings are posted and open to the public. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Therese D Gould, Chair 

 

Members: 

Katherine Couch, clerk/alternate 

Michael Ernst 

Geoff Geane 

Jim Kauffman 

Roseanne DeRupo 

Sara Skibski, alternate 
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Otis Historical Commission 

The Otis Historical Commission works to identify, evaluate and protect the town’s 

historic and  archaeological resources in accordance with federal and state authority.  The OHC 

is preparing submissions of historic sites and trails in Otis to be placed on the National Register 

of Historic Places.  These include our beloved Knox Trail and the first of two planned historic 

districts.  The first district project is along Route 8 from the north of town center to south of the 

Farmington River Diner. 

Being placed on the National Register is a tremendous honor for our community and 

comes with certain benefits including pride in our 

community, advancement of education and tourism and a huge opportunity for federal and state 

grant funding for town projects.  Members of the commission continue to attend training 

and informational conferences to learn how to best advance the town’s historic program.  

As part of the process, we work with preservationists who assist us in our inventorying of 

historic places, things and buildings and who also assist our efforts in applying for grants.  

Our goals are founded in preservation and appreciation of our heritage and are long range 

for the benefit of the town and its residents.   

We are an enthusiastic commission and value the positive feedback we have been 

receiving. The Commission meets monthly at Town Hall and all are welcome to attend.  
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TOWN COLLECTORS 2018 ANNUAL TOWN REPORT 

 

The following are due dates for fiscal year 2020: 

 RE & PP Tax Due Dates   Sewer Tax Due Dates 

 August 1, 2019    September 2, 2019 

 November 1, 2019    December 2, 2019 

 February 3, 2020    March 2, 2020 

  May 1, 2020     June 1, 2020 

           

 Receivables 1-1-2018 THRU 12-31-2018 

YEAR   MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE    + INTEREST 

2018   $270,085.51    $763.99 

2017     $14,712.21    $731.64 

2016       $3,477.91    $532.04 

2014          $151.61      $42.31 

2011-2007         $491.67    $262.28 

 

FISCAL YEAR    PERSONAL PROPERTY     + INTEREST 

2019     $91,781.57      $40.06 

2018   $179,853.24    $158.10 

2017          $517.38      $82.39 

2016          $234.29      $44.15 

2015-2010      $1,480.27    $659.93 

 

FISCAL YEAR REAL ESTATE      +  INTEREST 

2019   $2,273,685.07            $2,143.95 

2018   $2,515,865.38          $12,341.43 

2017        $35,032.55            $6,323.77 

2016        $18,096.41            $6,859.81 

2015-2013       $40,115.11          $19,402.18 
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FISCAL YEAR     SEWER    + INTEREST 

2019   $30,414.03  $135.47 

2018   $31,341.98  $115.04 

 

  2018  MISC. RECEIPTS  

Municipal Liens  $2,525.00 

Bartow’s Tri. Park     $648.00 

Bill Copies        $11.00 

Returned Checks     $150.00 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

           Destiny Duris 

                     Town Collector 
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TOWN OF OTIS 
Municipal Telephone Numbers - Office Hours - Meetings 

EMERGENCY*POLICE*FIRE*AMBULANCE- DIAL 911 

NON-EMERGENCY: FIRE, AMBULANCE – 269-4409 

POLICE – 269-0100 ext. 109 

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 413-207-4441 

www.townofotisma.com 

 
Selectmen’s Office-269-0100 ext. 4 

Meetings: Otis Town Hall-2nd and 4th Tuesdays 7:00pm 

All Boards Meeting 4th Mondays 6:30pm 

 

Animal Control Officer – 413-207-4441 

 

Board of Health Office - 269-0100 ext. 104 

 

Town Clerk’s Office - 269-0100 ext. 5  

 

Tax Collector’s Office - 269-0100 ext. 2 

 

Assessor’s Office - 269-0100  ext. 3 - Meetings 1st Tuesday of the month 

 

Building Inspector’s Office – 269-0100 ext. 110 

 
Council on Aging – 269-0100 ext. 107  

 

Sanitation Inspector - 269-0100 ext. 206 

 

Highway Department - 269-0106 

 

Compactor Station - 269-0107 

Hours: Monday & Saturday 7am – 3pm 

Thursday 10am - 6pm 

Sunday 9am – 4pm 

Station is closed ALL HOLIDAYS 

Maintenance Department – 269-4873 

 

Farmington River School Office - 269-4466 

 

Otis Library & Museum - 269-0109 

 

Board of Appeals - 269-0100 ext. 207 – Meetings 1st Monday 7pm 

 

Planning Board - 269-0100 ext. 209 - Meetings 2nd Monday 7pm 

 

Conservation Commission 269-0100 ext. 208 – Meetings 3rd Monday 6:30pm 

 

Parks & Recreation Commission – 269-4541 – Meetings 3rd Thursday 6:30pm 
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